
 

            

     

Presidentôs Report  
By Daniel J Lange 

 

 

The TASCOE Officers gathered at the Omni 

Colonnade in San Antonio for the 2010 organizational 

meeting. It was a very beneficial time for us. During 

the past few months, we have had successful times in 

TASCOE/NASCOE. We held even numbered district 

elections using new Texas FSA district lines, selected 

all Committee Chairs, obtained district reporters for the upcoming year and continue to 

work on the 2011 NASCOE Convention.  

 

We discussed the convention with our State Office and plan on maintaining a similar 

convention format due to their participation and support.  We have had a few changes in 

TASCOE committee chairs as indicated in an additional article. Texas has some folks 

serving as area and national chairs. These are Sharon Curtis, SWA Programs chair, 

Gaylynn Covey, SWA Publicity chair, Chance Fenoglio, SWA Benefits chair and John 

Marquess, NASCOE Programs chair.  

 

Just like our own personal economic pocket book, TASCOE has seen increases in cost 

for our NASCOE dues membership fee from $40.00 to $55.00 per member per year. The 

directors discussed this at last yearôs annual meeting and will have to address this topic 

soon. We strive to operate as efficient as possible however TASCOE itself may have to 

increase dues to cover some of this additional cost.  

 

Did you know it is never too soon to plan a trip, therefore why not mark August 3-8, 

2010 on the calendar and attend the NASCOE convention in Hot Springs, Arkansas? 

Attending this event would greatly benefit you since it is a lot of fun and since Texas is 

hosting the 2011 convention in Corpus Christi. I know last yearôs group that attended 

Gatlinburg is still talking about it.  

TTAASSCCOOEE  TTaalleess  
  

DDeecceemmbbeerr   22000099  

  
OOffff iicciiaall   ppuubbll iiccaattiioonn  ooff   tthhee  TTeexxaass  

FFaarrmm  SSeerrvviiccee  AAggeennccyy  CCoouunnttyy  EEmmppllooyyeeeess  

Merry Christmas & 

Happy New Year 



 

 

As your TASCOE officer and Texas representative, I strive to ensure our organization 

stays on track with membership needs, budgetary cost, and benefits. The Executive 

Officers do appreciate your membership and support. Thank you, God bless you and 

Merry Christmas.  

 

Vice Presidentôs Report 
By Darvin L Collins  

 

As another year draws to an end and the hustle and bustle of 

the Holiday Season is upon us, the 2009-2010 TASCOE year 

is just beginning.   I believe we have had a very productive 

and successful year as an employee organization.   Passage of 

legislation regarding use of FERS sick leave counting toward 

length of service at retirement was a major victory for all County Office Employees 

under FERS.    While NASCOE cannot take full credit for passage of this important 

legislation, I can assure you that every Texas Congressional and Senatorial Office on 

Capital Hill was visited by our TASCOE legislative team in March and told the 

importance of such retirement legislation for our FERS County Office employees.    Back 

in March we had no idea that passage of FERS retirement would come to fruition by 

yearôs end!    

 

Our TASCOE Executive Board met on November 10
th
 to complete selection of 

committee chairs and make plans for our TASCOE operating agenda for the 2009 ï 2010 

year.   Once again TASCOE has assembled an outstanding team of Committee Chairs 

and District Directors for the upcoming year.    

 

Like most areas of our county office life today, CHANGE is the biggest single issue that 

we as the Executive Board faced at our organizational meeting.   Due to limited STO 

travel budgets in the future, the shorter convention format was the most viable option for 

future conventions.   Also, we have discussed with directors to think about the possibility 

of going to smaller cities for our TASCOE Conventions after the expiration of the present 

Omni Hotel contract.   There are advantages and disadvantages of convention venues but 

currently the most important issue is keeping travel costs down.   I would like to thank 

our SED, Juan Garcia and STO Administrative Chief, James Douglass for their input and 

open lines of communication during our convention planning.   Again, without STO 

participation, our TASCOE conventions would not be possible.  

 

Lastly many of the familiar faces of our County Office family are leaving our ranks due 

to retirement.   Yes, I am jealous but I would like to wish each and every new retiree the 

best in retirement.   I can remember just like yesterday when I was hired back in October 

1986 and I was the ñrookie CEDò!    Now all of those guys that called me a ñrookieò are 

retiring and Iôm suddenly becoming the ñold guyò in the district.   My how time flies 

during times of NAP, LFP, invalid or missing eligibility flags and missing payments!   At 

the end of the day, I believe the most rewarding part of our FSA careers are all the 

ñfriendsò weôve met along the way!    



 

 

Iôd like to wish everyone in our TASCOE family a very Merry Christmas and a very 

Happy and Prosperous New Year!!!    

 

Secretary/Treasurerôs Report 
By Jan Wanoreck 

 

I would like to thank you again for allowing me to serve as your 

Secretary/Treasurer. It is a pleasure and honor and hope that if 

you have any questions or concerns that you will please contact 

me. I strive to improve on the job each year. 

 

The Executive Committee met in San Antonio in November for our organizational 

meeting. It was a very productive meeting and feel that we accomplished the items that 

we set out to tackle. 

 

You will be receiving membership cards in the very near future. I started the project, but 

a little LFP, NAP, LDPôs, certifying, and DCP have a little more importance at this time. 

 

I hope each of you will plan on attending the 2010 convention which will be July 21
st
 ï 

24
th
 in San Antonio at the Omni Colonnade. We will be discussing the upcoming 2011 

National Convention that Texas will be hosting along with some changes that TASCOE 

will need to make. Each member needs to be involved because this is our organization as 

employees. 

 

TASCOE still works for its employees. I know at times, it appears that we are not doing 

anything. As all things, it takes time, sometimes years to get things changed. Employees 

are the number one goal for NASCOE/TASCOE. 

 

This time of year is a time to reflect on the things that we should be grateful for and 

remember Christ our Savior at Christmas. I hope each of you have a Merry Christmas and 

a Happy New Year. 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
TASCOE Committee Chairs play an important role in our organization and the 2010 

persons volunteering their time and service is listed below. 

 

Awards Shonda Elliott 

Benefits Jennifer Garcia 

Door Prizes Nancy Chambliss 

Emblems Peggy Seagroves 

Finance & Convention Funding Joel Gourley 

Legislative Chance Fenoglio 

Membership Jenney Norris 

Publicity Shell Pickett 

Programs Mike McDonald 

Scholarship Kathy Williams 

Webmaster Darrin Watkins 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 
Sinton, Texas (11/16/2009) 

 

Jenney C. Norris, County Executive Director, and 

Debra Barrett, County Committee Vice-Chairman, 

recently met with the Administrator for the USDA-

Farm Service Agency, Jonathan Coppess and Juan 

Garcia, State Executive Director for the Texas 

Farm Service Agency.  Left to right is Jonathan 

Coppess, Jenney Norris, Debra Barrett, and Juan 

Garcia.  

 

 

TASCOE Programs 
Mike McDonald, Chairman 

 

Hello everyone, I am Mike McDonald, CED in Floyd County, and I am now the 

TASCOE Programs Chair for Texas.  If you have any ideas to streamline our processes 

and/or increase efficiency in the workplace I need to hear from you.  The submissions 

forms for program ideas can be found on the NASCOE website.  If you have any 

questions please feel free to contact me.   

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Scholarship Committee Report 
By Kathy Williams, Committee Chairperson 

 

The traditional NASCOE Scholarship Program is provided to the children, legal 

dependants, and spouse of eligible NASCOE Members.  This award may only be used to 

defray expenses for a student at an accredited school.  Applicants must be a NASCOE 

member, memberôs spouse, memberôs child, or memberôs legal dependent.  The 

NASCOE memberôs dues must be paid and membership kept current for the past 5 years 

or since becoming a permanent FSA County Office Employee and furthermore if the 

NASCOE member has retired they must have been a permanent employee on September 

01 of this scholarship year.  The evaluation criteria are based on ability, incentive 

assistance, and other personal characteristics.  Nominations for Scholarships are 

competitive.  

 

So, it is that time of year again, to begin thinking about filling out those Scholarship 

Application Forms. The application deadline is February 20, 2010.  This deadline is for 

both TASCOE and NASCOE Applications.  These are two different applications.  In 

order to access the NASCOE application and the checklist for it, go to www.nascoe.org 

and click on Committees and then Scholarships listed on the left side of the page. From 

there you will see Scholarship Application and Application Checklist.   The TASCOE 

scholarship application and checklist can be found on the TASCOE Web Page 

www.tascoe.org (Currently the hyperlink from the TASCOE Scholarship page to the 

NASCOE scholarship site is not working). 

 

There were some amendments made to the TASCOE scholarship applications which 

were approved last year at convention.  As soon as Darrin Watkins can get started as our 

new TASCOE Webmaster these changes will be implemented on the site.  Please make 

sure that the whole document is filled out and instructions are followed as to how many 

copies are required.  Any applications not filled out correctly will not be considered and 

if it is a NASCOE application it will not be forwarded to the Southwest Area. 

 

Send both TASCOE and NASCOE Scholarship Application Packets to Kathy Williams at 

305 Ave B N.W. Childress TX 79201. You are not required to send a picture at this time.   

The NASCOE Scholarships will be forwarded by me to our Southwest Area Scholarship 

Representative.  If you have been a previous recipient of a TASCOE/FANTASCOE 

Scholarship you may only apply for the NASCOE Scholarship.  If you are a previous 

recipient of a NASCOE Scholarship only apply for the TASCOE Scholarship.   For more 

information look at the Scholarship page on the TASCOE Web site.   

 

 Remember these scholarships are available to High School Seniors or full-time college 

students (up to Bachelor Degree level).  A minimum of a ñCò average in both their junior 

and senior years of high school or as a college student is required.  Applicants must be a 

TASCOE member, memberôs spouse, or memberôs child or legal dependent.  Scholarship 

http://www.nascoe.org/
http://www.tascoe.org/


 

 

 

recipients must complete on full year of college following the receipt of the scholarship 

or they must repay the scholarship award. 

 

Many of you may not be aware of the NASCOE Members Scholarship Program, as this 

program is still in its infancy.  This scholarship program is set up specifically for 

NASCOE members who are enrolled in adult education courses to further enhance their 

careers with FSA.  NASCOE will award one deserving individual in each Area with a 

$200.00 award.    The deadline to submit the application for this Members scholarship to 

your Area Chairperson is January 15, 2010.  Southwest area chairperson is James Hall of 

Utah.  If you are interested in this scholarship go to www.nascoe.org and click on 

ñNASCOE Members Scholarshipò.  Be sure to read the application carefully and make 

sure you have all the required documentation.   

 

 

District  Round Up 

 
News from District 2 
 

Peggy Seagroves, PT in Parmer County, has a 

new grandson, Patrick Brendan Seagroves, born 

October 1, 2009.  He weighed 9 lbs. 5 oz. and 

was 21ò long.  His parents are Ben & Shannon 

Seagroves and big brother, William 4 years old.  

They are in the military at Newport News, VA. 

 

 

 

 

 

Harper Paige Johnson was born on August 19, 2009.  She weighed 

7 lb 4 oz and was18 ¾ inch long. Parents are Troy and Lori 

Johnson, PT in Castro County.  Harper has a big sister Molly, 7 (in 

picture) and Big Brother Shay, 16. 

 

 

District 5 News 

 
Lynn County News 

 
Tahoka Service Center Working Together 

 

The Tahoka Service Center will have a 

People's Garden starting this spring. NRCS is 

the lead but the whole service center will be 

http://www.nascoe.org/


 

involved in planting and taking care of the plots.  Individuals participating include:  

Michelle Walden (FSA PT), Rodney Schoppa (FSA CED), Jason Eckert (NRCS), Helen 

Saldana (SWCD/NRCS) {on the left side of the sign} 

Kerry Weinheimer (NRCS RTL), Jennifer Wilson (FSA PT), Kyle Lindgren (NRCS), 

Jennifer Fowler (FSA PT)  {on the right side of the sign} 

   

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and the Lynn County Soil and 

Water Conservation District in Tahoka, Texas are working with Service Center Partnersô 

to convert an existing outdoor classroom into a Peopleôs Garden for the community.  

Plans for the Peopleôs Garden began this year following the initiative set by USDA 

Secretary of Agriculture Peopleôs Garden projects.  NRCS and the SWCD initiated the 

effort in the community where they have already gained support and secured donations 

for materials and in-kind service.  NRCS District Conservationist Kerry Weinheimer 

said, ñTo get us off to a good start, the Tahoka city manager is donating the use of a 

frontend loader to bring in top soil and the county administrators are donating materials 

for building the above ground planter boxes.ò  Helen Saldana, project organizer and 

administrative clerk for the Lynn County SWCD said, ñThe planters will include 

vegetables, native grasses and pollinator species.  We plan to install the garden area in 

between the building and established windbreak trees and other hardwood varieties.ò   

Saldana explained that the community is planning to lend a hand in the work that needs to 

be done.  Volunteers such as the local rotary club and county probation office have 

offered to assist in the effort and help maintain the site.  She is hopeful many others will 

have an interest to help once the work begins. The project sign have already been 

constructed to mark the area next to the USDA Service Center where the garden site will 

be located. The Tahoka Service Center plans to have three plots with different vegetables 

and plants. They plan to use railroad ties to build the frame for the plots filled with soil 

and mulch to plant the garden in. Local schools will have field trips to see the garden, 

hopefully many others will have an interest to inquire and help as the garden progresses. 

This is inspiring, the entire county is involved! 

 

 

News from District 6 
 
Young County News      

 

Happy Thanksgiving was certainly the case for 11 year 

old Joseph P. Wendel, son of Duane and Jeannine 

Wendel, CED, who shot his very first 8 point buck in 

Crockett County near Ozona, Texas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

News from District 7 

 
Clay County News 

Johnny Reynolds was honored with a retirement 

reception and dinner on December 4
th
 with family, 

FSA friends and producers.  He was presented an 

American flag by Lewis Britt, aide to Congressman 

Mac Thornberry; that had been flown over the 

Capital.  Debra Sanderson, DD, also presented a 

clock from the State Office to Johnny 

commemorating his 32 years of service and an 

acknowledgement of dedicated service to TASCOE 

from vice-president Darvin Collins.   

 

 

 

Henrietta Service Center recently had an outdoor 

Christmas celebration with a campfire cookout, 

smores and exchanging of gifts.  The weather was 

very cold but the spirits were very warm.  A festive 

time was had by NRCS, FSA and County 

Extension Service employees and their families. 

 

 

 

 

 

District 9 News 

 
Midland County News 

 

Herb Sorely, CED in Midland County was a Grandfather again on November 30, 2009.  

His oldest son, Darren and his wife Jennifer have a new son, Ayden Keith Sorely.  This 

will be grand kid # 5 for Herb.  On the other side, Herbôs wife Vicki has 5 grandchildren 

also, so between the 2 of them they will have a total of ten grandchildren.  Then on May 

26, 2010 they will be Great-Grandparents for the first time. Herbôs oldest grandson, who 

is a junior in Sulpher Springs, played for their 3rd play-off victory Friday, November 

27th, 2009.  Sulpher Springs was last year's State Champions in class 4-A and he was 

part of that team as a sophomore.  He is a starting left tackle on this year's team.  They 

are very proud of him and his team. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

News from Pecos County 

 

Shyann Lair, PT, and her Husband Logan, Reeves County 

Extension agent welcomed their daughter, Dalila Anne 

Lair into the world on Sept. 25th 2009. She weighed 7lbs, 

5.6 oz and was 19 inches long. She is healthy and happy. 

Logan and Shyann are proud to be parents for the first 

time.  

 

 

 

 

Reeves County News 

 

Emily Rodriguez, daughter of Tanya Kiehne, CED in Reeves 

County recently received 1
st
 Team All District and Academic All 

District awards for the 2009 Volleyball season. The Pecos Lady 

Eagles were Bi-District Champs for the season.  Emily will 

continue playing volleyball through the school year with her club 

team Midland Havoc.  

 

 

District 13 News 

 
News from Shelby County 

Tina Crofford, welcomed 

her new granddaughter 

Kamryn Sloan Morris on 

Labor Day, September 7, 

2009.  She weighed 7 

pounds, 11 ounces and 

was 21 ½ inches long.  

Kamryn lives in 

Nacogdoches with her 

parents Courtney and Sam Morris.  Courtneyôs twin brother Ryan and wife Amber 

(pictured) of Beaumont are expecting a son in January 2010.  Nana is going to be a busy 

grandmother, but at least she is used to ñmulti-taskingò.  Congratulations Tina! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Houston/Leon/Madison County News 

Proud parents, Darvin and Betty Collins look on as Rusk 

High School Senior Callie Collins signs a national letter to 

play softball for UT at Arlington.   Callie will receive a 90% 

softball scholarship with academic scholarship ensuring a 

full scholarship to UT at Arlington.     
District 14 News 

 

 
Dimmitt/Zavala Counties News 

Norman Martindale retired Sept 3, 2009 after 41 

years with FSA as CED in Dimmitt/Zavala 

Counties 

 

 

 

 

 

News from District 16 

 
Wharton County News 

 

Wharton County employees are up to their eye balls in LFP and NAP but when not at the 

office they have plenty going on at home.  

  

Jennifer Burnett has recently been caring for the newest member of her household 

(puddles). Puddles recently had that unmentionable surgery that well you know is not so 

polite to talk about.  

  

Rhonda Mangel is anxiously awaiting Mikies next trip home from the South Pacific. He 

is in the Navy there and we are all real proud of him. Looks like Santa may be good and 

mom will get to see him around Christmas.  

  

Frank is an empty nester now. He enjoys his granddaughter Kylee and catering on 

weekends.  

  

Joyce's son Gordon is now off at Texas State (SWT for those of us who remember it from 

the old days). Where he was recently named Duke at their homecoming ceremonies. 

Gordon is studying to go into Physical Education. It is now called a big word that I canôt 

say much less spell 

  

Trish is of course busy with all those nephews and her niece Kayla who is now at WCJC 

first semester. These kids grow up fast I can remember when she was born. The Kallus' 



 

are harvesting those famous pecans right now. Even with the drought they had a pretty 

good harvest.  

  

Brian now spends every weekend and Wednesday working cows for everyone. He is a 

busy man this time of year. I suspect there is at least some time planned for Coushatta in 

there.  

  

And as for me, Christa, I am doing well chasing my kids around. Caroline now nine has 

more activities than I had in high school, I canôt keep up! But she is a smart and beautiful 

girl she seems capable of handling it (everyone says she takes after her mother) and Matt 

is still threatening to be a nursery school dropout (he takes after Dad) but he may make it 

after all he only has one more year to go then itôs off to the big K.  

 

 

News from District 17 

 
San Patricio County News 

CED Jenney Norrisô grandsons display the 9 point deer 

that their dad shot in Llano, TX on November 15, 2009.  

Pictured is Daniel Norris on the left and Hunter Norris on 

the right. 

 

 

 

 RECENT TEXAS FSA RETIREMENTS  

 

Don Baugh   20 Years PT   Lamar County 

Larry Baldwin  23 Years PT  Cochran County  

Londa McElwee 26 Years PT  Bowie County  

Cathy McLaren 30 Years PT  Grayson County 

Johnny Reynolds 31 Years CED  Clay ï Jack County 

George Melton 32 Years CED  Coryell County  

D. Edwin Johnson 35 Years CED  Cochran County  

Mike Knox  37 Years CED  Knox ï Tarrant County 

Norman Martindale 41 Years CED  Dimmit ï Zavala County 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

IF A FAT GUY GRABS YOU AND PUTS YOU IN A BAG,   

DON'T WORRY,  WE TOLD SANTA WE WANTED A GOOD FRIEND FOR 

CHRISTMAS!  

 

TO ALL OF OUR FSA FRIENDS WE WISH YOU A VERY MERRY 

CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

 
 

FROM YOUR TASCOE OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS!  

 


